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Nominee Statements and Short Bios      

Laura McLary, University of Portland
Biography 

I am currently an associate professor of German at the University of Portland in Oregon, a small Catholic, primarily undergraduate university. I studied as an undergraduate and as a graduate student in Salzburg, Austria through Bowling Green State University in Ohio. I earned my PhD in German at the University of Massachusetts with a dissertation on the poetry of Georg Trakl. Since I began teaching at the University of Portland in 1999, I have been able to introduce a German Studies major (2003), currently serving about 60 majors each year, most of whom spend a year abroad in Salzburg, Austria. Since 2004, nine of my graduates have been awarded Austrian-American Educational Commission English teaching assistantships, in addition to one Fulbright award to the Diplomatic Academy in Vienna, seventeen Fulbright ETAs to Germany, four Fulbright research grants to Germany, and three Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange Scholarships to Germany. Through the University of Portland, I have taught courses in Austrian literature and culture to UP undergraduates in Salzburg during three separate summer programs. I regularly teach courses on the UP campus, which include Austrian literature and culture, such as fin-de-siècle Vienna and humor in Austria. From 2004-07, I served as chair of my department (Foreign Languages). In 2004, we separated from the Department of English, and I led the department through a period of transition to establish a strong identity as a department, including leading a departmental assessment and beginning the process of establishing ACTFL language benchmarks for graduating seniors in French, German and Spanish. I have published articles on Georg Trakl, Marie Pappenheim, and Mary Wigman. In addition to organizing a US-American reading tour for author Lilian Faschinger in spring 2009, I am currently co-editing a collection of essays on the novels of Lilian Faschinger with Vincent Kling (La Salle University), to be published by Ariadne Press. I have also researched and presented on novels by Thomas Glavinic and graphic novels by Austrian artists/authors. My works in progress include an article on Trakl and World War I; Ludwig von Ficker’s conservative turn after World War I; a study of spatial motifs and Austrian culture in graphic novels by Ulli Lust, Thomas Maurer and Annamarie Jung; Thomas Glavinic’s novel Wie man leben soll; as well as two articles on novels by Lilian Faschinger. I have conducted research in Salzburg, Innsbruck, and Vienna, once with the assistance of a Graves Award through the American Council of Learned Societies.  

Statement of Goals and Interests

As a student and as a teacher of German, I have been passionately interested in Austrian culture and society since I first studied abroad in Salzburg more than twenty-five years ago. It has long been my mission to promote the teaching of German in an Austrian context, and in my role as an associate professor of German at the University of Portland (Oregon), I have the privilege of supporting students in their learning of German and study abroad in Salzburg, and I am proud to lead a growing and strong undergraduate German program. Since publishing in Modern Austrian Culture and Literature and presenting at the annual conferences of MALCA and on the Austrian Studies panel of the PAMLA, I have been interested in serving on the Executive Council of the Austrian Studies Association because I wish to offer my experiences as a skilled administrator and seasoned teacher to promote learning and study of Austrian literature and culture on an international scale. I have experiences creating community connections to establish learning opportunities for students in my local Austrian-American community and to link with learning partners in Austria, and I wish to see an expansion of similar initiatives through the Austrian Studies Association. In particular, I would be interesting in helping to promote a greater visibility for the journal Teaching Austria, as a means of encouraging innovative approaches to student-centered learning and articulation with study abroad in Austria. Since organizing a reading tour for Austrian novelist Lilian Faschinger in 2009 with the support of the Austrian Cultural Forum, I would also be interested in a leadership role to cultivate the association’s relationship with the ACF to promote wider visibility of Austrian artists and writers in the USA. I am eager to serve the Austrian Studies Association to support the learning and teaching of Austrian culture, including expand the association’s membership, and to work actively to promote the needs of the membership.

Nikhil Sathe, Ohio University
Biography

Nikhil Sathe is an Associate Professor of German at Ohio University, where he serves as language program coordinator and rotating director of a study abroad program in Salzburg. From 2008-2010 he served as president of the Ohio chapter of the American Association of Teachers of German and from 2010-2013 he is serving as a special interest delegate (Teaching of foreign languages) to the Modern Language Association. His research and teaching interests are in Austrian Studies, literature and film from the twentieth century to the present, and language pedagogy. Recent publications include: 

· “Trapped behind the ‘Golden’ Curtain: Laboring Relationships in Barbara Gräftner’s Mein Russland (2002) and Ruth Mader’s Struggle (2003).” (Forthcoming in Seminar, 2011). 

· “Darüber wurde nicht gesprochen”: Staging, Hiding, and the Critique of Tourism in Norbert Gstrein’s Einer. Modern Austrian Literature 43.1 (2010): 65-84.

· “Crossing Borders in Austrian Cinema at the Turn of the Century: Flicker, Allahyari, Albert.” New Austrian Cinema, ed. by Oliver C. Speck and Robert von Dassanowsky. New York: Berghahn, 227-41.h
Statement of Goals and Interests

As a scholar and teacher, whose primary interests are in the field of Austrian Studies, I wish to become an at large member of the executive board so that I may play a role in shaping the future growth of the premiere professional organization devoted to the academic research and teaching of Austrian Studies.  

To maintain its prominence, the Austrian Studies Association should continue to foster quality research in its journal and at its annual conference, and it should also work – through, for example, formalized coordination – to sponsor or organize regular panels not only at national scholarly meetings in North America, but also in international venues and at regional levels in North America as well, such as the regional MLA organizations.  

To diversify the field’s scholarly focus and broaden its membership, the ASA should continue to encourage interdisciplinary approaches in its journals and conference planning and can pursue the possibility of sponsoring panels at professional meetings of relevant fields, such as film/media studies, history, music, theater, and art history. 

To continue the growth the organization, the ASA should continue nurturing graduate students through travel grants and, where financially possible, encourage scholarship at all levels with research awards and travel grants.  The creation of an endowed fund, perhaps for a dissertation or monograph prize in Austrian Studies, is an option that should be explored.

The classroom is the most important site for the long term future for Austrian Studies and the fostering of tomorrow’s scholars, yet its role and function face challenges as the humanities and study of languages are called into question.  The ASA must remain aware of its role and potential in these contexts.  Key to this endeavor, the Teaching Austria online journal can realize its full potential and broaden its offerings with a database, in which instructors could share syllabi and teaching materials on Austrian Studies topics. 
Heidi Schipphacke, Old Dominion University
Biography

Heidi Schlipphacke is Associate Professor of German and Director of the B.A. in International Studies at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, VA. She has been a member of the ASA (under the auspices of MALCA) since 2000.  Her research focuses on gender, kinship and aesthetics in the European Enlightenment and in post-fascist Austrian and German literature and film. She also enjoys writing about queer popular culture.  She is the recipient of research fellowships from the Fulbright Foundation and the German Academic Exchange Service. She teaches courses in German and Austrian Studies, in Gender and Queer Studies, in Film Studies, in Jewish Studies, and in International Studies.  Her published academic work on authors and filmmakers including Ernst Marischka, Ingeborg Bachmann, Elfriede Jelinek, Tom Tykwer, and Goethe has appeared in journals such as Modern Austrian Literature, Screen, Camera Obscura, The German Quarterly, and Journal of English and German Philology, among others. Her book, Nostalgia After Nazism: History, Home and Affect in German and Austrian Literature and Film, appeared with Bucknell University Press in 2010.

Statement of Goals and Interests

I believe the Austrian Studies Association has an important role to play in bringing together scholars working on diverse topics relating to Austria in all of its modern historical constellations. I have always found the Association’s conference and journal to be particularly stimulating due to the high quality of scholarship presented in both forums. Were I to serve on the Executive Council of the Austrian Studies Association, I would look forward to working with the President, the Vice President, and the other members of the Council to promote interdisciplinarity in Austrian Studies. Scholars from diverse fields such as Literary Studies, Art History, History, Political Science, Film studies, and Music History, among others, could be encouraged to present their research at the annual convention and to publish in the Association’s journal. In this way, the Austrian Studies Association has the potential to become one of the most interdisciplinary academic organizations in the United States. Its membership is creative and open to expansion, and the recent change of name from the Modern Austrian Literature and Culture Association to the Austrian Studies Association offers a unique opportunity for growth. The Austrian Studies Association could serve as a key organization for the exchange of scholarly research on Central Europe. I believe that it would also be highly productive to try to encourage even more international scholars to join the ASA, as the presence of scholars from all over the globe greatly enhances the intellectual climate of the annual convention. I would also strongly support an international location for future conferences in order to increase the involvement of international scholars. 

Kati Tonkin, University of Western Australia
Biography
I completed my doctoral thesis at the University of Western Australia in 2005. The degree was awarded with Distinction, an honour accorded only the top 5% of Ph.D theses at this university. In 2008 my monograph Joseph Roth’s March into History: From the Early Novels to Radetzkymarsch and Die Kapuzinergruft was published by Camden House. It has received seven scholarly reviews, most of which have been extremely positive. Andrew Barker called the book a ‘lucid and convincing study’ and concluded: ‘By stressing the essential wholeness of his œuvre, Tonkin does a signal service to Roth scholarship in a book which never outstays its welcome’. Katherine Arens wrote that this ‘enormously important’ study ‘should open up a new generation of scholarship on Roth’, and that it is ‘a “must have” for every library’. Having taken two periods of parental leave totalling 32 months since completing my Ph.D, I am still at a relatively early stage in my academic career. My new research project focuses on Austrian-Jewish writers of the interwar period, including Stefan Zweig, Hans Natonek and Hugo Bettauer. I have been successful in securing a number of competitive grants to support my research. I hold a tenured position in German Studies and European Studies at the University of Western Australia, which is one of Australia’s Group of Eight (Go8), a coalition of leading Australian universities, intensive in research and comprehensive in general and professional education (http://www.go8.edu.au/). I have taught courses at all undergraduate levels and honours in both German and European Studies and currently supervise four Ph.D students. Earlier this year I was promoted to Associate Professor (Level C in the Australian system). I convene the European Studies program and sit on several key faculty committees, including Faculty Board and the Faculty Research Committee.
Statement of Goals and Interests

I joined the ASA (MALCA) in 2010 and attended the most recent conference in Washington, PA, where I presented a paper entitled ‘Sie konnten beide Österreich nicht überleben’: The ‘Jewish Question’ in Joseph Roth’s Radetzkymarsch. I was impressed with the quality of papers at the conference and thoroughly enjoyed the intellectual interchange with academics whose research centres on the culture and history of Austria and the former Habsburg lands.

As a new member of the ASA I would have much to learn if elected to the Executive Council, and yet I also feel I would have much to offer. If elected, my primary goal would be to extend the reach of the Association into Australasia. At the conference in Washington there were only two delegates from Australasia, myself and a colleague from New Zealand. Through my networks in the German Studies Association of Australia (GSAA) and the Australasian Association for European History (AAEH), I would hope to be able to persuade more Australasian scholars of Austria, Austria-Hungary and the Habsburg territories to engage with the ASA and to occasionally, perhaps even regularly, make the long journey to the United States for the annual conference.
I have experience in organising national and international conferences for the GSAA and AAEH. Earlier this year, I was a key member of the organising committee for the biennial conference of the AAEH, which was held in Perth in July. The conference attracted more than 120 delegates, including numerous international scholars of renown, among them Omer Bartov (Brown), Ritchie Robertson (Oxford), David Marples (Alberta), John Flower (Kent) and Robert Gerwarth (University College, Dublin). I secured $10, 000 in funding from UWA’s Vice Chancellor Alan Robson to pay for the airfares and accommodation of three eminent scholars from the UK. 

I would like to thank the Executive Council for considering my nomination.

Jacqueline Vansant, University of Michigan-Dearborn
Biography

My research has focused on intersection of issues such as identity and gender viewed within the historical context.  Beginning with my dissertation, which I completed 25 years ago at the University of Texas at Austin, I have concentrated on Austrian Studies. In one of the first explorations of the intersections of feminism and postwar Austrian women writers, I explored the works of Ingeborg Bachmann, Marlen Haushofer, Barbara Frischmuth, Elfriede Jelinek, and Brigitte Schwaiger. The dissertation later appeared in book form under the title Against the Horizon. Feminism and Postwar Austrian Women Writers (Greenwood Press, 1988). As an outgrowth of the work on these women, I have published interviews with Elfriede Jelinek and Marie-Thérèse Kerschbaumer and articles on Kerschbaumer’s Der Schwimmer, on the book and film version of Der weibliche Name des Widerstands, and on the chapter “Die Zigeunerin” in Der weibliche Name, and Elisabeth Reichart’s Komm über den See.

Further publications on Austrian film, literature, and memoir include articles on Franz Antel's Der Bockerer, the rhetoric in Kurt Waldheim's and Bruno Kreisky's memoirs, an overview of Andreas Okopenko’s work, and my book Reclaiming Heimat: Trauma and Mourning in the Memoirs of Jewish-Austrian Reémigrés (Wayne State UP, 2001). In addition, I edited a volume of previously published essays by Egon Schwarz entitled (Mit) Schwarz lesen.

My most recent research has been devoted to two projects, one on the image of Austria in Hollywood film and the other the group correspondence among 7 Jewish-Austrian schoolboys, who fled Austria after the Anschluss. Publications devoted to these topics include: “Robert Wise’s The Sound of Music: The ‘Denazification’ of Austria in American Cinema,” "Österreichbilder im amerikanischen Film nach 1945,“Political and Humanitarian Message in a Horse’s Tale: MGM’s Florian,“ and “‘Damit der Kontakt nie verlorenen geht‘: Rundbriefe Wiener Gymnasiasten jüdischer Herkunft 1938-1942.”

In addition, I have organized symposia on exile (UM-Dearborn, 1005) and “Imaginiertes Österreich: Imagining Austria” (with the historian Helga Embacher) at the IFK in Vienna (2000). I also curated a film series “Habsburgs Go Hollywood” at the Austrian Cultural Forum in New York (2008) as well as numerous film series focusing in Austrian film makers at my home institutions. 
Statement of Goals and Interests

My involvement in MALCA extends back many years. I presented on Franz Antel's Der Bocherer at my first conference of the association in 1988 when it was known as the Arthur Schnitzler Research Association. Since then I have been a regular participant at the annual conferences, presenting and moderating. In addition, I have had an article on and an interview with Marie-Thérèse Kerschbaumer and several book reviews published in Modern Austrian Literature.

My most intensive involvement in the organization was from 1999-2005. In 1990 I assumed the co-editorship of Modern Austrian Literature with Geoffrey C. Howes upon his invitation. Until the office of Business Manager was filled, we handled the financial side of the organization. Geoff Howes and I also set up and conducted the first election of president and board members since the reorganization of MALCA. We also called for a vote on the revised by-laws, which I worked on with Linda DeMerrit and Margarete Lamb-Faffelberger. We put renaming the organization up for a vote. In 2000, I set-up the first (rudimentary) website for the journal. Throughout the years I have encouraged scholars to become members, attend the conference, and submit articles to the journal. As co-editors of the journal Geoff Howes and I organized panels at the GSA on the new directions in Austrian Studies and publishing.

I would be very pleased to be elected to the Board and have an opportunity to participate more actively in the organization. I am eager to support the continued growth of the organization, particularly through the recruitment of newer scholars. These efforts go hand in hand with assuring travel support for students and new faculty. I would like to explore the possibility of expanding this to support research trips. I would also work to make our organization more visible to allied organizations and find creative ways to cooperate with them to meet the challenge to humanities.

Mary Wauchope, San Diego State University
Biography

I received my Ph.D. in German at UC Berkeley and am currently Associate Professor in the Department of European Studies at San Diego State University. I teach courses in German and European Studies, including a course dedicated to Austria, and have served at SDSU as Director of the German Studies Program for over two decades. My research has primarily been conducted on German and European film, with a particular focus on Austrian film in its cultural and historical contexts. I am currently completing a book on Austrian film under Allied occupation.  
Statement of Goals and Interests

I have been a frequent participant in the annual conferences of the Austrian Studies Association (previously MALCA) from the time they were held in Riverside to last year’s meeting in Vienna and have always gained a great deal from coming together at these venues with other scholars of Austrian Studies. I would now very much appreciate the opportunity to provide service to this organization, which has given me so much over the years. If elected to the Executive Board, I will continue to encourage the strong contributions of the ASA to the high quality study of diverse perspectives on Austrian literature of every period. During this rich and exciting time for the study of Austria, I will also support the organization's increased dedication (reflected in its name change) to promoting a wide range of approaches to Austrian culture in all of its forms.

