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Thepolitical outlook of theAustriannovelistJoseptRothhasbeenanalyzed
in many different ways and often conflictingly in the critical literature. Some crit-
icsregardhis earlyembraceof socialismas evidencef anactua Marxist world
view, while othersplaceemphasin his late conversionto legitimist conserva
tismin orderto demonstrat¢hat,in spiteof anyyouthfulromane with socialism,
Roth held a resolutereactionaryposition.A closeinvestigationof the socialist
milieu in interwarAustria demonstratedyowevey that the ambiguouscombina
tion of socialismand conservatisnin Roth® political views was not a unique
phenomenon.
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and legal defense of human rights. Tracing the thematic configuration of body,

name,and humanrights in the authof3 political writings, the essaybrings to
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of thehomo sacer.
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Theneweditionof PetetHenisch€Die kleine Figur meines Vaters (2003)in-
cludes extensive textual revisions and, for the first time, reproductions of a selec-
tion of Walter Henisch€photographsisa photo-essawappendedo the work. In
consideringhe bookanda museumexhibition of text andimagesthatcoincided
with its publication this essayexaminehowtheemphasi®n mediapracticesand
representationatrategieserveso deconstructheideologicalconstructiorof re-
ality throughthe photographMore thananinterrogatiorof hisfathei@generation
(thehallmarkof Vaterliteratur), therevisedtext addressea contemporarypublic
and reflects on the media-saturated presentation of reality.
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